NOVEMBER 18, 2018
Order of service:
Special Performance : The Sonshine Seekers

Opening prayer / scripture – John Johnstone
Now Thank We All Our God, hymn #544 – all verses

Prayer – John Johnstone
For The Fruit Of All Creation, hymn #545 – all verses (not on screen)
Teach Me To Pray Lord, hymn #442 verses 1,4
NOTE: the origin of this song is explained on the following page.

Sacrament of Communion – John Johnstone
Offering Thought and Prayer – Denny Sabin
MESSAGE : “MANMADE TRADITIONS AND
JESUS HEALINGS” – MARK CHAPTER 9
Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross, hymn #372 verses 1,4

Closing prayer – John Johnstone
Jesus - Over – You

Adult Bible Studies
-Sunday morning adult Sunday School in the library at 10:00am
-Sonshine Seekers Sunday School in their classroom at 10:00am
-Wednesday Bible Study - 2:00 – 3:00pm - ”The Book of Acts”

Outreach Ministry

Christian Women’s Fellowship meets the 3rd Wednesday of
each month at noon for a potluck and an outreach project.

Shoebox Ministry
Thanks to all who participated in the ShoeBox
Ministry Project this year. Through the generousity
of all, we reached our goal of 250 shoeboxes!
CONGREGATION HAPPENINGS

Thanksgiving Dinner – today!
We will eat together upstairs, as a family.
CWF Project:
We are collecting items for our Lewis County Animal Shelter. Their
funding is continually being cut so any outside help is much
appreciated. Items needed at this time are: wood pellets (used for
litter and found at stores like Tractor Supply, The Farm Store), cost is
about $4.00 a bag; canned kitten food (pate’ style); dry kitten food;
45 gallon size trash bags; kitten toys; always need kennel blankets.
Please help us help them.

Food for Thought:
Faith is believing in things when common sense tells you not to…

“Teach Me To Pray, Lord” - The History
I think one of the most misused phrases in the Christian vocabulary is "I'll pray for you". We
often tell folks who are in need that we will do this and we might a few times, but often our
promise is soon forgotten. Few of us have the discipline to be real prayer warriors. I have been
blest in my life to have several relatives who were real prayer warriors. For 25 years our family
had a ministry which often involved very early Sunday morning long trips to churches in
various locations in several different states. In all those years we only ever had one problem
finding our way to the church. It was the Sunday after my grandfather had passed away and I
later realized that for the first time my faithful prayer warrior wasn't praying for us that
morning. What a lesson about the power of prayer that touched my life following that
experience. Now I must admit that I haven't always been a faithful prayer warrior. There are
many times that I have cried out to the Lord, as did the disciples in Luke 11:1, "Lord teach me to
pray". And he has been teaching me, even though at times I am a slow learner. However, as a
result of several recent surgeries he has provided me much more time to pray eliminating my
excuse of the lack of time to do so. Now I don't know much about Albert S. Reitz (1879-1966)
and I know nothing about his prayer life. However I recently came upon a song which he
penned in 1925. I can remember singing it in church services when I was a youngster but I
haven't heard it for years. Quite possibly you may never have heard it. But in it Reitz shares
several practical issues about prayer. Prayer is for the one who wants to please God, who says,
"I long to know Thy will and Thy way" (Stanza 1). God's will and way is made clear in His Word,
but we need wisdom in applying the principles of God's Word. God's promise is, "If any of you
lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be
given to him" (James1:5). Prayer is for the one who sees and is touched by the great needs of
humanity - "men lost and dying, souls in despair" (Stanza 2). A prayer for God's enablement,
and for spiritual power, is called for, if we are to serve Him effectively. Prayer is for the one
who understands that our sin nature can still raise its ugly head, and we can still stumble into
sin (Stanza 3). "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall" (I Corinthians
10:11-12). The words of this stanza are a powerful prayer for all of us, as are the words of the
chorus. Prayer is as important to our spiritual life as is breathing to our human life. May this
song be a reminder to us this week of our need to spend time alone with the Lord. May we
have the discipline and desire to be prayer warriors for our own spiritual growth and for the
many needs of those all around us. And may we never be guilty of saying "I'll pray for you" and
then not faithfully doing it. And as stanza 4 repeats, Lord, teach us to pray.
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